
 

Construction begins on “Crystal Endeavor” at  
MV WERFTEN 

 
Start of steel cutting for “Crystal Endeavor”, the first Polar Class expedition yacht for 

Crystal in Stralsund 

 
 

Stralsund, Germany, January 15, 2018  |  Today, MV WERFTEN celebrated the commencement of the 

construction on Crystal’s new luxury expedition yacht, “Crystal Endeavor”, with the cutting of the first 

piece of steel at their Stralsund site. Employees and guests watched as the flame cutter was launched by 

Genting Hong Kong Chairman and CEO, Tan Sri Lim Kok Thay; Crystal President and CEO, Tom 

Wolber; Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania's Economics Minister, Harry Glawe; and Stralsund Mayor, Dr. 

Alexander Badrow. 

 

“The ‘Crystal Endeavor’ is a truly exceptional ship. We are proud to be able to implement this project and 

are particularly pleased to, once again, be starting shipbuilding activities in the Stralsund shipyard, 

creating hundreds of new jobs,” said Jarmo Laakso, CEO of MV WERFTEN. 

 

“We look forward to this innovative expedition yacht with great anticipation in the Stralsund shipyard,” said 

Tan Sri Lim Kok Thay, Genting Hong Kong Chairman and CEO. “A highlight is our investment of over 20 

million euros in new equipment so that the Stralsund shipyard will be able to build cruise ships efficiently 

in the future.” 

 

Set to debut in 2020, “Crystal Endeavor“ will be the largest and most spacious purpose-built Polar Class 

ship featuring Crystal’s legendary service and hospitality, all-suite, butler-serviced accommodations, and 

unmatched choices for bold adventure in the world’s polar and most remote destinations. 

 

"With the first steel cutting in Stralsund, MV WERFTEN successfully continues the course it has forged in 

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania. The further development of shipbuilding in the state will be the next 

stage of this company. Every newly built ship helps to safeguard the region's future. Important industrial 

jobs are being created in Western Pomerania," stated Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania's Economics 

Minister Harry Glawe. 

 

  



 

About Crystal 
 

By sea, river, land and air, Crystal has redefined the way the world views luxury travel. 

Crystal Cruises is the World’s Most Awarded Luxury Cruise Line, having earned “World’s Best Cruise 

Ship” in Condé Nast Traveler’s Reader Choice Awards for 23 years; been voted “World’s Best Large Ship 

Cruise Line” by Travel + Leisure readers for 20 years; and the “Best Luxury Cruise Line” by travel 

professional organization Virtuoso for three consecutive years (2014, 2015 & 2016).  The newest and 

upcoming extensions of the celebrated Crystal brand include Crystal Yacht Expedition Cruises, Crystal 

Luxury Air, Crystal River Cruises – The World’s Most Luxurious River Cruise Line, Crystal AirCruises and 

Crystal Exclusive Class with Crystal Residences. 

 

For more information and Crystal reservations, contact a travel agent, call 888.799.2437, or visit 

www.crystalrivercruises.com. Join the hundreds of thousands who follow the Crystal Cruises’ Facebook 

page and @crystalcruises on Twitter and Instagram, and engage in the conversation with #crystalcruises. 

 
 

About MV WERFTEN 

 

MV WERFTEN comprises of three shipyards in Wismar, Rostock and Stralsund in the German state of 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (MV) and has some of the largest docks and covered fabrication facilities in 

Europe. The yards are located in a region with an excellent transportation and logistics infrastructure and 

have direct access to the Baltic Sea. Further investments in a laser thin-plate welding line, cabin 

manufacturing, state-of-the-art software and other automation will be made to make MV WERFTEN one 

of the most efficient cruise ship builders in the world.  

 

In their 70-year history, the three shipyards have designed, produced and fitted out around 2,500 sea-

going newbuilds, including two AIDA cruise vessels, Premicon river cruise vessels and Stena Line ferries. 

MV WERFTEN, headquartered in Wismar, is constantly investing in innovation and new technologies as 

well as employee training to guarantee excellent “made in MV” quality. 

http://www.crystalrivercruises.com/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcruises
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcruises
https://twitter.com/crystalcruises
https://instagram.com/crystalcruises/

