
 

MV WERFTEN Celebrates the Keel Laying of 
“Crystal Endeavor”, the World’s Largest Polar-Class 

Expedition Yacht 
 

The keel of “Crystal Endeavor”, the world’s largest and most spacious polar-class 
expedition yacht at 20,000 gross tons with just 200 guests was laid in MV WERFTEN 

Stralsund shipyard today. The ceremony was attended by German Chancellor, Angela 
Merkel and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern’s Prime Minister, Manuela Schwesig. 

 
Stralsund, August 21, 2018 | Held at MV WERFTEN's Stralsund yard, today's keel laying ceremony for 
the "Crystal Endeavor" marks another important milestone in the production of the luxury expedition 
yacht. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Prime Minister Manuela Schwesig, Minister of Economic 
Affairs Harry Glawe, Genting Hong Kong's Executive Chairman, CEO Tan Sri Lim Kok Thay and Crystal 
President and CEO Tom Wolber as well as hundreds of employees wearing matching "Team Endeavor" 
shirts attended the ceremony in the Stralsund shipbuilding hall. 
 
“The keel laying of ‘Crystal Endeavor’ here in my political hometown of Stralsund marks a special moment 
for me that is doubly significant,” said Chancellor Angela Merkel. “Today, the foundation has been laid for 
this highly sophisticated, state-of-the-art cruise ship. But the ceremony itself, which is taking place in the 
lively shipyard with the participation of so many employees and trainees, also bodes well for the future of 
shipbuilding in the Hanseatic City of Stralsund and in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern.” 
 
“MV WERFTEN breaks new ground with ‘Crystal Endeavor.’ We wish the company great success in 
building this ship and other ships of its class, the construction of which safeguards and creates jobs in the 
shipyards of Wismar, Stralsund, and Warnemünde,” said Prime Minister Manuela Schwesig during her 
address. 
 
Once the traditional lucky coins had been put into place, the 400-ton section was lowered onto the keel 
blocks.  
 
"A unique ship is being created at our Stralsund shipyard, the only one of its kind worldwide," said Tan Sri 
Lim Kok Thay. "We are pleased that after two years of design, we are now able to celebrate the keel 
laying of the 'Crystal Endeavor’, the most valuable ship to be built at the Stralsund shipyard so far. We 
have also invested more than 20 million Euros in the Stralsund shipyard in order to facilitate the 
construction of state-of-the-art cruise ships at this location." 
 
The luxury expedition yacht will be 164 meters long with a 20,000 gross tonnage (GT) for just 200 guests. 
At 100 GT per guest, she has the highest space ratio for a luxury expedition ship with 100 suites between 
28 and 105 square meters in size.  All suites feature king-size beds, ambient lighting, walk-in closets, 
separate wet unit with rain showers and toilet and large private balconies.   



 

 
The Endeavor Class flagship has six gourmet restaurants, a spacious spa and fitness area and a two-
story enclosed aft sun deck complete with a pool that will feature panoramic views of the destinations she 
will visit. In addition, "Crystal Endeavor" is equipped with several features essential to a modern 
expedition cruise ship: state-of-the-art navigation technology, the ship's own mini-submarines, 
helicopters, and Zodiacs as well as designated areas for the preparation and storage of expedition 
equipment. 
 
Guests will be able to cruise to the most remote corners of the world – from the tropics to the polar 
regions. The ship will be able to sail through medium, first-year ice because of its PC6 designation, the 
highest polar class rating for passenger ships. In the first six months of the inaugural season from August 
2020 to January 2021, she will cruise to Japan, the Russian Far East, New Zealand, Australia and the 
Ross Sea of the Antarctica, the world’s largest marine park, protecting more than a million 
square kilometers of the Southern Ocean, where no fishing is allowed. While most Antarctica cruises start 
from the southern tip of Argentina, “Crystal Endeavor’s” Antarctica cruises will start and end in either New 
Zealand or Tasmania Australia, which allows guests to enjoy pre- and post-cruise stays in these two 
wonderful places. 
 
“It is truly a thrill to mark this important milestone for ‘Crystal Endeavor’ and the entire Crystal Family, as 
this yacht will change the way guests can explore the world both adventurously and luxuriously,” said 
Tom Wolber, Crystal President and CEO. “I am honored to share this occasion with Chancellor Merkel, 
Tan Sri Lim Kok Thay and our special guests as well as the skilled workers of MV WERFTEN who are 
building this game-changing ship.”  
 
"The construction of this sophisticated ship is progressing as planned," said Peter Fetten, CEO of MV 
WERFTEN. "Around 500 employees will be involved in the construction of 'Crystal Endeavor' at the 
Stralsund site. In addition, around 500 skilled subcontractors will be brought in from outside of the 
company – creating sustainable value for the region." 
 
The first steel cut for "Crystal Endeavor" took place in January. The delivery is scheduled for the end of 
2019/early 2020 for a series of charters and “Crystal Endeavor’s” inaugural season will start after the 
Tokyo Olympics in August 2020. 

 
About Crystal 
 
The world-renowned Crystal Experience – featuring global journeys with Crystal Cruises, Crystal River 
Cruises, Crystal Yacht Expedition Cruises, Crystal AirCruises and Crystal Luxury Air – continues to entice 
the world’s most discerning travelers with incomparable luxury and unparalleled personal service. Crystal 
will expand its fleet with the upcoming Crystal Debussy and Crystal Ravel river ships, the Crystal 
Endeavor expedition yacht and an entirely new class of ocean ships over the next five years.  
 
Celebrating more than 27 years of excellence, Crystal Cruises is the World’s Most Awarded Luxury 
Cruise Line, having earned “World’s Best Cruise Ship” in Condé Nast Traveler’s Reader Choice Awards 
for 24 years; been voted “World’s Best Large Ship Cruise Line” by Travel + Leisure readers for 20 years; 
and the “Best Luxury Cruise Line” by travel professional organization Virtuoso for three consecutive years 



 

(2014, 2015 & 2016).  The readers of Travel + Leisure also voted Crystal River Cruises the “World’s Best 
River Cruise Line” and Crystal Yacht Expedition Cruises the “World’s Best Small-Ship Cruise Line” in 
2017. Crystal is proud to be a platinum partner of ASTA. 
 
For more information and Crystal reservations, contact a travel professional, call 888.799.2437, or visit 
www.crystalcruises.com. Join the hundreds of thousands who subscribe to the Crystal Insider blog, follow 
Crystal Cruises’ Facebook page and @crystalcruises on Twitter and Instagram, and engage in the 
conversation with #crystalcruises.  
 

 

About MV WERFTEN 

 

MV WERFTEN comprises of three shipyards in Wismar, Rostock and Stralsund in the German state of 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (MV), has a staff of 2,500 and some of the largest docks and covered 
fabrication facilities in Europe. The yards are located in a region with an excellent transportation and 
logistics infrastructure and have direct access to the Baltic Sea. Further investments in a laser thin-plate 
welding line, cabin manufacturing, state-of-the-art software and other automation have been made to 
make MV WERFTEN one of the most efficient cruise ship builders in the world. 
 
In their 70-year history, the three shipyards have designed, produced and fitted out around 2,500 sea-
going newbuilds, including two AIDA cruise vessels, Premicon river cruise vessels and Stena Line ferries. 
MV WERFTEN, headquartered in Wismar, is constantly investing in innovation and new technologies as 
well as employee training to guarantee excellent “made in MV” quality.  
 
www.mv-werften.com  

 

http://www.crystalcruises.com/
http://blog.crystalcruises.com/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcruises
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